
I had a fun adventure last weekend traveling to NYC to see my 
daughter Katie sing with her chorus in Carnegie Hall. Started out 
with a 3 hour drive in my car followed by a 7 hour bus ride to NYC. 
The bus was almost 2 hours late getting into NYC causing me to 
exit the bus FIRST and then sprinting from the bus terminal to 
the subway. Quick ride uptown and another sprint to the hall. 
Unfortunately, Katie's chorus was first on the program so I only 
managed to see them sing ONE song! It still gave me goosebumps...
Fortunately, several parents took videos and posted them on 
YouTube so I could see her there. For those of you who know my 
daughter Katie, I've posted the links here.... Katie is the second 
from the left on the next to the top riser.
Musica de Filia at Carnegie Hall:
City Called Heaven - https://youtu.be/KJ7jKR9BQlY
Praise His Holy Name - https://youtu.be/DOCu3mLWyHo
The Storm is Passing Over - https://youtu.be/f30rSwAfG0M
Ain't No Grave - https://youtu.be/IGG9bp7dAM0
With the Boys Choir:
Adoramus Te - https://youtu.be/LWE5gERYaBI

Post concert pictures in front of the Carnegie Hall stage

https://youtu.be/KJ7jKR9BQlY
https://youtu.be/LWE5gERYaBI
https://youtu.be/IGG9bp7dAM0
https://youtu.be/f30rSwAfG0M
https://youtu.be/DOCu3mLWyHo


After the concert, the girls went back to the hotel, changed 
clothes and we all went out to celebrate. They swamped a pair of 
unfortunate gelato scoopers, 80:2, and then walked over to 
Columbus Circle for a late night impromptu sing in the park.  That 
didn't last too long as skateboarders and homeless people owned 
the circle that night.



The girls headed back to their rooms and I headed off into the 
night to explore the 'City That Never Sleeps'.

First, off to the Empire State Building to see the city lights from 
high above. I caused a little commotion at the security scanner 
when I realized that I was carrying a small Leatherman Ultra. 
Handed it to the security guys and they were good about it, gave 
me a 'pawn' ticket so I could recover it later when I came back 
down. It was midnight and things were pretty slow so I got to chat 
with them a bit. Whisked off to the observation deck without 
delay and enjoyed the view. My camera batteries died after only a 
few pictures so not much to add but a single shot from the top. I 
was one of the last people off the deck when it closed at 2AM. 
Security guys agreed that a good all night eatery was Bread & 
Butter a few blocks away. Found it and had a very good stir fry in 
the middle of the night.

Next stop was an all night CVS store for new batteries and then 
back uptown to the 24/7 APPLE computer store. Lots of publicity 
about it but I was totally unimpressed. I had opened the very 



first retail computer store in Maine back in the late 70's and sold 
APPLE computers for over 15 years until I sold my store. The NYC 
APPLE store was just a bunch of different consumer products 
mounted to very nice tables and benches with a whole bunch of 
GEEKS hanging around admiring them. Nothing like the good old 
days... so I left after about 5 minutes.

Jumped on the subway and headed down to Whitehall Street to 
ride the Staten Island Ferry. It was interesting to watch all the 
people stagger in from the bars etc. on their way home. Rode over 
to Staten Island and rode the same ferry back to Manhattan. This 
has to be one of the cheapest (FREE!) late night attractions in 
NYC. Free ride on the ferry, people watching and perfect camera 
position for early morning shots of Manhattan in the sunrise.



And a great shot looking up the East River...

Back on terra firma, I headed directly to Battery Park for a view 
of the Statue of Liberty. Tried to take a shot of it on the ferry 
but the movement of the boat prevented me for getting a good 
image. Didn't fare too good from the park either.... I was 
unprepared for telephoto shots as I should have brought a 
GorillaPod with me. 



Saw a few people fishing off Battery Park. Asked what they were 
fishing for and got in very fractured English: 'Fish'. After a little 
more fractured English conversation, I picked out what sounded 
like 'stripe' so I assume that they were fishing for strippers. I 
assume that they were NOT looking for specimens to mount on 
the wall... I certainly wouldn't eat anything that was swimming 
anywhere near the East River!

Getting closer to departure time so I went underground again and 
headed for Grand Central Station. I should have come up for a 
good view but I wasn't thinking clearly... and caught another train 
over to Harold Square. Now I came topside, walked up to Times 
Square. Also walked through the theater district, ate a morning 
bagel in a NYC deli and headed back to the Port Authority bus 
terminal. Caught the 9:30AM bus back to Portsmouth NH and 
promptly fell asleep in my comfy seat. Got a good nap on the bus 
after an action packed night in NYC. Picked up my car in 
Portsmouth, headed up to Portland and hung around a little waiting 
for Katie's bus to arrive from NYC as her bus was a couple of 
hours behind mine. Picked up a very JAZZED up daughter and we 
headed home.


